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NOTE TO AW
CONSTRUCTION RE
DESIGN COMPETITION

The Design Competition organized by Aw Construction company for a residential
apartment building in Tehranis a promising act for our discipline as for Tehran. It offers
a joint effort in world building envisioning trajectories of development and material
design. This competition recognizes the need to ask just what does it take to advance
our conditions for livingin Tehran? what can architecture and construction offer to the
process of imagining a productive alternative to positively engage in creating a critical
vision? Such a stance creates opportunities for imagining new typologies and spatial
relationships in the city; a city one might sadly admit, in which such high demands for
improving spatial organization of life has often only resulted in accumulated borrowed
images and displaced unintegrated formation of buildings both public and private.
Tehran is often perceived as an architectural wilderness of a beautiful landscape
with chance opportunistic occupations by built structures. Beyond its historic fabric,
the city's architecture and infrastructure relies often on localized design thinking,
impoverished cliched choices in random market driven development , interspersed
with random islands of inventive building, landscape ecologies. Although one might
see this as an inevitable result of piecemeal development for good or ill, we cannot
but ask what options are there to think actively and critically about building in the
city and consider its possible future ecologies? In a country with as rich a physical
and natural environment as ours where the grace of its traditional structures offer
classic treasures for integrated ecologies of architecture and landscape beyond its
borders, this question needs to be recognized and actively taken up as animmediately
necessary act of duty. hopethat AW Construction’'s Design competitionis a positive
beginning for many and more such acts to be followed by others.

| offer my personal thanks for their invitation to participate in this process.

Homa Fardjadi
May 2022
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